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opinion had criticized severely the dissolution of the
Douma and had shown little confidence in M. Stolypine's
projects at the start. It was all the more encouraging
to note that the European Press now began to do justice
to his efforts. An example of this change of view was
shown by the following extract from the Journal des
Debats of a date early in November :
" For the first time since the beginning of the Russian
crisis there appears to be a Government that knows what
it wants to do and does it forthwith.    M. Stolypine has
proclaimed  that  he   would   enforce   order   and   effect
reforms, and he has proceeded to carry out simultaneously
these two main points   of  his  programme.    It is true
that he has used harsh measures, condemned by sensitive
souls, too much inclined to share Rousseau's illusions
regarding the superior nature of man.    We have never
sympathized  with   the   indignation  inspired  by  their
optimism.    It has always seemed to us that if the Govern-
ment, sole maintainer of order in a country so imagina-
tive, so Utopian,  so   deficient   in  elementary political
education   and   with  no knowledge  of   the  rudimen-
tary structure of public   life, were overthrown, Russia
would fall into anarchy far more cruel in its results than
the repression designed to avoid it.    We do not mention
the danger that would menace the national existence of
Russia in such a crisis ;   there are people of superior
mind for whom so abstract a consideration is a negligible
quantity.    M.   Stolypine's   Government  has   repressed
disorder, as it was obliged to.   At times, unfortunately,
too much severity has been employed, as our St. Peters^
burg correspondent has stated.    But at such times a
Government can hardly be expected to be an instrumeat
of precision, capable of adjusting its acts in exact proper-